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Men wanted for hazardous journey.
Small wages, bitter cold, long months
of complete darkness, constant danger,
safe return doubtful.

Honour and recognition in case of
suCCess.

Ernest Shackleton

Sir Ernest Shackleton 1874 - 1922, Irish explorer

Reputed newspaper advertisement, before
Shackleton’s 1914-16 Antarctic expedition.

He is reported to have said afterwards :
It seemed as though all the men in Great Britain

were determined to accompany me,
the response was so overwhelming.
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Foreword

Barry’s story needs telling. He refers to it as anecdotes from an
ordinary man. In one sense it is, because Barry’s story is that of
millions of men in the UK today; decent, well-educated, law
abiding, family men, the salt of the earth who, through no fault of
their own, have had their lives torn apart by a corrupt family law
system.

But, in another sense, Barry’s story is not that of an ordinary man.
Unlike most ordinary men, Barry decided to do something about it
and he has spent the past 14 years campaigning tirelessly to
change things. | have worked with Barry for a large part of that
time at close quarters and | have seen him put up with the most
appalling frustrations and battles, not only with politicians and
lawyers but also with other men’s groups who have often failed to
understand what is going on and have been ill-equipped to fight
the powerful enemy bent on destroying them.

The first men’s family law reform group was Families Need Fathers
which was set up in 1974 at the time when the post-1969 reforms
had started to bite. Men were finding themselves, through no fault
of their own, stripped of their children, homes and income and
being left heartbroken and destitute. Its problem was that it had
objectives that were far too limited and it failed to understand its
enemy. It took the line that the best way forward was appeasement
and discussion. It is a sobering thought that, in thirty years, little
or nothing has been accomplished. As | write, | have just received
an email from a new group called Fathers 4 Justice which is
fighting the same fight.
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Barry’s account is unique. He gives a very sound historical account
of family law reform, starting with the Labour Government’s
liberalising agenda of the late 1960s, and blends this with events
in his own life — the normal events of a young professional man.
The plain innocence of Barry’s life contrasts starkly with the
underhand scheming of the judiciary who pursued their agenda
relentlessly and against the wishes of Parliament to strip men of all
rights within marriage and create the mother and her child as the
only family unit now recognised in law as legitimate. The coming
together of these two series of historical events in Barry’s case was
shocking.

It is difficult to see what is going to happen to our society. Not only
have the reformers got things badly wrong, they fail to acknowledge
this and continue in a state akin to neurotic obsession. When |
gave evidence to the Law Commission on their proposal to extend
wives’ property rights to the unmarried, | pointed out that every
one of their predictions regarding the impact of their reforms on
society had failed to come about and asked if they felt they were
doing the right thing. The chairman of the meeting just looked at
me and failed to answer.

It is hard to get inside the head of someone who appears to operate
in a manner so completely at odds with the tenets of science,
engineering and all human endeavour based on a rational link
between action and consequence. All | can say is that progress will
not be made until such individuals are removed from positions of
influence. | hope and pray that Barry’s account will help in some
way towards this goal.

John Campion
Hindhead, Surrey
March 2004
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Prologue

News is the first rough draft of history.

Philip L Graham 1915 - 63,
American newspaper publisher

From The Washington Post, 24 November 1985

This brief book takes the form of a documentary with personal
anecdotes. It is in five parts :

1.
2.

3.
4,

5.

a sketch autobiography, 1947-1990;

a contemporary documentary account of developments in law,
1947-2000;

the author’s own legal case, 1990-1993; followed by

his involvement in the initial men’s rights movement, 1990-
2004;

conjecture on the future, 2004+, which includes the author’s
own ideals.

The book emphasises the difference in cultures between ordinary
men and women, including this man of ordinary background, but
of some education, and those who have influenced and developed
matrimonial and family law. It relates the author’s naivety, his
‘stark awakening’ to what had being going on behind our backs, as
this has been ‘without authority’ and often by stealth. It covers his
own, and the various men’s groups’ response to their experiences.
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This is a story that should be of interest to those who value the
rights of ordinary folk to determine their own lives, to determine
the laws which affect their own rights and responsibilities,
including those related to a central component of their lives,
marriage and the family. And those who wish to do this without
interference by others.

If some of the few subject professionals also find interest, and
would like further detail, they only have to ask.

Much of the book is written direct from memory, except for those
sections which are obviously researched historical legal records, or
quotations from other works. The author owns that memory is not
always good in detail. But it is believed that the broad narrative is
true, and does not contain departures from reality in the
substance. | apologise to anyone who remembers the detail better
than myself. I invite them to contact me.

Everyone has some unpleasant episodes and characters in their
recall. 1 have left most out, except where they are relevant to the
theme of the book.

The news headlines

The book is about issues that have not been given adequate
coverage in the press and media. The issues should have been
headline news, as they fundamentally affect the lives of the
majority of the population. Not only have the issues hardly been
covered, but most of the media commentary is actually hostile to
any mention that there are problems, or that men should have
rights. So the story will be news for most people. Because of this,
and because of the novel character of the account, it has been
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written largely in non-technical terms, and in an informal style to
be readily assimilated and accessible to those who are unfamiliar
with the subject.

The operation of a democratic country, in which the people decide
the laws they want, relies on the press and media reporting to the
people what is going on. Without this reporting, the people can’t
assert their wishes. No one can know what needs to be done for the
benefit of the country.

It is wished that the news in this book is passed to the next

generation, so that they will be wiser than the present.

Barry Worrall
Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne
April 2004
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The stories behind the news

And that’s the way it is.
Walter Cronkite 1916 - , American broadcaster

Sign-off line for CBS TV programme
Evening News, 1962 - 81

This account will understandably bring out the inquisitiveness of
many, who may reasonably ask for further information, and
question whether this really is ‘the way it is’. The author wishes to
provide the further information as readily as possible. Hence the
most significant reports from Cheltenham Group (CG) have been
placed on the group’s website.

Those who would like to understand in greater depth, or who
demand evidence, are therefore readily able to obtain this from the
group’s website at http://www.c-g.org.uk. And those who wish to get
involved may contact the author via this same website. We’ve now
thankfully got the technology, affordable technology at that, for
ordinary folk to network with each other quickly and effectively,
and to exchange information and views. So we don’t rely on the
mainstream press and media, who often fail the people they are
supposed to serve.

To help with access to this information, the Uniform Resource
Locator (URL) is given for Cheltenham Group publications within
the references :
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[1] The Emperor’s New Clothes, The Cheltenham Group, 1996.
Available at www.c-g.org.uk/publics/tenc/report.htm.

[2] The NAPO *Anti-sexism’ Policy & Lack of Available Remedies, The
Cheltenham Group, 1998.
Available at www.c-g.org.uk/publics/tenc/annex4.htm.

[3] Submission to the United Nations Human Rights Commission :
Violations of Articles 23 & 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR) by the United Kingdom (UK), The
Cheltenham Group, 1999.

Available at www.c-g.org.uk/camp/hr/iccpra23and?.htm.

[4] Restoring Control over matrimonial and family law, The
Cheltenham Group, 2002.
Available at www.c-g.org.uk/publics/rcomfl/report.htm.

Reference [1] gives sound evidence that matrimonial and family
law is in a degenerate state, and that the author’s story is an
ordinary case. References [2] and [3] give rationale about the
problems involved. The last reference [4] may be considered an
overview, and the reader is directed to this first. The website
version of this reference has online hyperlinks to the others, which
open a new browser window, and this facility allows the reader to
browse both the overview and the detail.

All these reports have a synopsis, abstract or summary, which may
be taken first, before any further browsing of the detail. They also
have hyperlinks from their contents lists, to give easy navigation
within the report.
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For those who would prefer it, hardcopy of each is available on
request from the Cheltenham Group.
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Part 1 : an ordinary life : 1947 - 1990

Life must be lived forwards,
but it can only be understood backwards.

Soren Kierkegaard 1813 - 55, Danish philosopher

From a thought in Journals and Papers, Vol. 1, 1843

This is the story of a fairly ordinary life. It’s not different from
many others. For most of it, I’'ve planned, worked and saved as
many do, looking forward to a satisfactory life. I’ve invested time in
recreation and keeping active. Mainly I've looked forward to the
future. I’ve occasionally looked back.

Early life

The family background was typical of the post war period in
Newcastle upon Tyne. The earliest recollections are few. Including
those of a flat shared with my grandmother, in the Stanhope Street
area of Newcastle. Not then a sought after area. Vague memories of
a long flight of stairs down to a backyard, gas mantles, my parents
using candles to thaw out frozen pipes in winter. Trips to the
Leazes Park to catch tiddlers.

The family escaped this to a new council flat on Slatyford Lane

Estate. Dad did well. Born in 1921, he became a draughtsman with

CA Parsons, the turbine manufacturer, and became head of the
1



drawing office there. When Parsons got involved in setting up the
Anglo Great Lakes Carbon Corporation, he was invited to become
their Works Engineer. He was there until he retired at 60.

Dad and Mum courted before the war. During the war, he was in
the Fleet Air Arm helping to maintain aircraft, and became a Petty
Officer on HMS Eagle, an aircraft carrier. She was in the Women'’s
Royal Air Force (WRAF). Unusually, they met again in the war,
while both posted to what was then Ceylon, and married in Galle,
which is about 70 miles from Colombo. Mum managed to get a
brief account of her time in the WRAF published, called Lambs in
Blue [9].

Mum didn’t work after marriage, and | was born in 1947, one of
the baby-boomers after the war. So this was a traditional family
arrangement which seemed to suit all. Mum was useful at making
and fixing clothes, and did most of the cooking. Her bread rolls
were popular with my school friends, who once ate a whole batch
after school. She supported several ventures of mine, and once
made a soft-top for a 1939 Morgan 4/4 that | rebuilt.

My sister Janice was born when | was 10, so Dad and Mum ended
up with an ideal family, of one son and one daughter.

I remember only two grandparents, Dad’s father, and Mum’s
mother. Of the two, my grandfather was more involved. He
promised me one day that he’d help me with anything | wanted to
do, hobbies, going to the flicks and so on. He bought me my first
fishing tackle, for a birthday. We walked into John Robertson’s in
the Haymarket and asked for a complete outfit. I don’t think I’ve
done that since. It was a trout fly outfit with a greenheart rod and
inexpensive reel. And he took me for my first day’s fishing, at
Felton on the Coquet. I still remember the spot where | caught my

2



first small brownie. If you know the river there, you’ll know the
Northumberland Arms near the bridge. As you walk on the south
side of the river, from the pub and downstream, past the bridge
there’s a small descent immediately on the left which takes you
down to the river.

Both grandparents died when | was a teenager. Grandfather
collapsed of heart failure on a bus on the way home from his work
at a shipyard. He was 64, so missed any retirement. Grandma lived
longer, but | didn’t see much of her.

Teenage years

Mum and Dad bought their first house in 1958 when | was 11. It
was a between-the-wars semi in Westerhope, then a village, now a
suburb, just to the north-west of Newcastle. They still live there.

| passed the 11+ exam in that year, and as a result went to
Rutherford Grammar School. | was bright but not naturally
brilliant, and by hard work obtained six O-levels and three A-levels,
modest grades. | remember teachers who were usually competent
and occasionally excellent. Hodgson, or ‘Hodgie’, was the school’s
biology teacher, and even had flair. One day he described to us the
malaria bug, transmitted by mosquitoes that lived in ponds or
marshes and hung for part of their life cycle by surface tension
near the pond surface. He asked if anyone had ideas on how to
combat them. | suggested spraying detergent, as 1'd recently
learned that detergents reduce surface tension on water, so would
cause the mosquitoes to sink. ‘Hodgie’ thought this a big
contribution, got me to stand on a chair and tell the class about
this good idea. He said that’s what was actually done in malaria-
affected countries. After | left school ‘Hodgie’ made the news.
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Under the headline “Biology teacher dissects school cat” was the
story that he’d done just that. However, what the newspaper article
failed to mention was that the school caretaker’s cat had died of
natural causes and ‘Hodgie’ had taken the opportunity to give the
sixth-formers experience of dissection. I'd learned to treat
newspaper articles with scepticism.

There was a feeling of security at home. My parents had stayed
together, despite some difficulties and despite a modest standard of
living. Divorce was a strange distant thing that only happened to
other families. My Dad’s career was going well, my Mum didn’t
need to work and was content with life at home. Being responsible
for buying at Anglo Great Lakes, Dad received gifts from suppliers
which arrived at Christmas time, usually a large turkey, sometimes
two. And lots of bottles of whisky. He had a cupboard full of
bottles, as they arrived faster than they were consumed, as he
didn’t drink much, but appreciated an occasional whisky. It was a
comfortable home, warm, and | remember plenty at Christmas
time.

Fresh-water fishing was a particular interest. Introduced to trout
fishing, my friends and me spent many Saturdays on the Tyne and
Coquet. We’d save our pocket money for our membership of the
Northumbrian Anglers’ Federation, which still exists, and for the
bus fare and lunch. This gave us access to good stretches. In those
days, the salmon didn’t run the Tyne as they do now, and anyone
could afford permits for trout. | remember one day getting the bus
to Rothbury, fishing the Coquet down to Pauperhaugh, then
getting the bus home. And doing the same on the Tyne, starting at
Hexham, fishing down to Corbridge. That was the day | saw what
was probably a lamprey on the surface. As | hadn’t seen one
before, it seemed an ugly head and unusual. Bait fishing with



worms and maggots was done on the few slower stretches of the
Tyne, but mainly we fished fly for trout in faster water.

Universities

My A-levels only just got me a place at university. This was in 1965,
not for the BSc Physics that I’d applied for, but for BSc General
Science at Newcastle. I’d included Newcastle on my UCAS form on
advice, which | later regretted taking, as | thought it preferable to
see more of life away from home. I’'d obtained interviews at
Lancaster, then just established, and York. Lancaster gave me a
conditional offer, but York rejected. As things turned out, it was
maybe just as well that | went to Newcastle.

During the holidays I had jobs on building sites, as a general
labourer. 1 can claim to have helped build Newcastle’s Civic
Centre, carrying the wood laths onto the roof of the debating
chamber, which were formed to give it the shape we see today. And
the abattoir near Scotswood Road, which | think has been
converted to another use since then. McAlpines were contracted to
build the Civic Centre, and | had a job there at the Christmas
break rather than the traditional post jobs which many students
have. McAlpines were also contracted to build the headquarters for
Northern Rock Building Society in Gosforth. As the surveyors were
short of a chain boy, that’s the one who holds the stripy pole, | was
asked to act as chain boy for the marking out of the site. So my big
claim to fame is that | helped position the Northern Rock building
on its present situation. It was so cold that Christmas, and the
surveyors and me had only an unheated wooden hut deposited on
the site for shelter, that | spiked my flask of coffee with Cognac.
The joke is, maybe that explains why the building is at an odd
angle to the roads there.



Failing my second year exams at Newcastle in 1967 was a blow. So
I got a job as an administrator in the labs at Winthrop
Laboratories in Fawdon, Newcastle. In the labs, they looked into
important things such as how little rose-hip syrup could be put into
the bottles while still being allowed to label it ‘Rose Hip Syrup’. |
was given and used samples of a prototype anti-dandruff shampoo
which contained, if I remember, ‘Lenium’ in it, which may now be
a common ingredient.

After a year, | found one of the managers definitely didn’t like me.
I left of my own accord. This was, as it happened, a good move, as |
soon obtained a job as Trainee Computer Programmer with the
National Coal Board (NCB). This was in 1968. So I’ve now been in
computing for over 30 years. There aren’t many of us with that
experience. There was a small group of us recruited with A-levels
for these jobs. This introduction to computing also introduced me
to something about myself.

At the time, all employees of the NCB were offered the use of
facilities primarily available for miners, to examine the health of
their chests. X-rays specifically. The small group of trainees who
had joined together accepted the invitation to go to a clinic in
Newcastle one afternoon, to get our chests x-rayed. Some days later
however | was asked to visit a NCB doctor. He said there was a
shadow on the x-ray, and referred me to my GP who referred me to
a specialist clinic in Benwell, Newcastle. It turned out that | had
tuberculosis, which must have been there for years undetected. |
had to take three months off work, but could return after that
amount of treatment, which continued for a year in total.
Injections and tablets of antibiotics.



| stayed at the NCB for two years. Noticing the difference which
having a degree made to prospects, | was determined to get mine.
So | studied in the evening and weekends, retook my failed exams,
and returned to Newcastle University to complete my BSc General
Science, which | did in 1971. | was then 24, and knew | wanted to
continue in computing, so rather than take another year for BSc
Honours, | decided to do a conversion MSc in computing. A good
friend from Rutherford, Michael Lawson, had done his MSc at
Southampton University, and I’d visited him there. In addition,
Southampton was one of only two universities that offered a broad
based MSc, many others specialising in numerical analysis or
whatever. So | went to Southampton University for 1971-72 to take
MSc Computer Science, and really enjoyed it. | had a place at Glen
Eyre Halls, with beech trees and squirrels in the grounds. It
seemed idyllic to me. | wasn’t offered a research council (ESRC)
grant, so Mum and Dad paid. Good on them, it must have been a
lot for them to find.

I’d just completed rebuilding my 1939 Morgan, and took that with
me to Southampton. Great for turning heads, you don’t see that
sort of car on the roads these days, maybe only at owners’ club
rallies. I met a lovely girl called Heather Milburn, who came from
Brighton and whose father was a director in some oil company or
other. She went on to do medicine at London University. | didn’t
stay in touch. A year or so later, I bumped into her by chance at
one of the open-air concerts they hold at Kenwood House in
Hampstead, London, during Saturday evenings over six weeks in
the summer. We’d been sitting on the grass as you do, only yards
apart, and noticed each other as we left. Odd how some things
happen. | was with an Australian colleague from ICL, who came
from their Melbourne or Adelaide office, called Andy Wendelborn,
and Heather also had some young female Aussie with her. The two



didn’t say much to each other. Odd again. It would be good to
know what later happened to Heather.

I got interested in information retrieval while at Southampton. My
MSc project was to design and develop retrieval software that could
be used by the engineering researchers to store their research
papers. It used what are called ‘inverted lists’ using keywords. I
had bought an introductory book called Information Retrieval by
Roger Meetham of the National Physical Laboratory. The book
enthused me that computers would one day make a great deal of
difference to our lives, by making information much more readily,
quickly and cheaply available. We had only very limited networks
in those days. The Internet was later to show just how right I'd
been that information would make a difference to ordinary folk. It
was to transform the men’s rights groups that | was later involved
with, by allowing us all to know so much more about what was
going on around the country and the world. More about
distribution of knowledge through the Internet later.

An interesting episode illustrates the change in our abilities. While
at NCB | was writing, compiling and testing an applications
program, using batch data. On one occasion | needed to test the
latest version of the program, but there was limited machine time
in Gateshead. The computer operators, using the primitive network
that existed, sent the source program to NCB Edinburgh, where it
was compiled. The object program was then sent to NCB Doncaster
together with test data, where it was tested. The results were
returned to Gateshead for me to check. This took a few hours, a
normal time for jobs to be processed on the then mainframe
computers.

In those days, only about 25% of university students were women. |
suppose they weren’t encouraged by their parents, and didn’t
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expect to be breadwinners later in life. But maybe there were more
women in the teachers training colleges that then existed.
Obviously the ratio of men to women was about 3 to 1. As a
consequence, it was difficult to find a girlfriend in the universities.
It’s quite different now of course, there are slightly more women
than men.

I just can’t remember when 1 first went horse-racing. It may have
been in my early university days in Newcastle. Certainly a friend of
mine, Tony whatsesname from Middlesbrough, was keen. We went
to Newcastle, Hexham, Sedgefield and Kelso. At Newcastle he
arranged a job for us selling Timeform cards. This earned us a little
money, then we were allowed into the course after the first race. |
didn’t keep records in those days, but seemed to break even. It
certainly was affordable. Tony was on the same or similar
university course to myself, and 1 visited his home in
Middlesbrough, and helped him repair a car he’d bought. He
never put more than 2/6, about 12p in today’s money, worth of
petrol in it at a time. Later, | caught him kissing one of my
girlfriends in the back of my car. Who needs enemies ? | later had
to work with him at the NCB, where he’d also obtained work, but
that was the limit of our friendship.

Start of career

Leaving Southampton, | wanted experience initially. I had no ties,
and so simply went for good early experience. | was offered three
jobs. The first was with Business Computers Ltd (BCL). | went for
an interview to Brighton if I remember right, and was offered a job
either in Edinburgh or Gateshead, whichever | preferred. In case
you don’t know, Gateshead is just over the Tyne from Newcastle.



But | decided to get experience in the South, as there was much
more computing there at the time, so declined BCL’s offer.

I’ll come back to BCL later, since there’s an interesting link to my
later life.

| was secondly offered a job at General Electric Company (GEC) at
Borehamwood, which | accepted, but immediately after | was also
offered a third job at International Computers Limited (ICL) in
Bracknell, Berkshire. This would be better experience | thought, so
went there, where | helped develop the compiler software for a new
series of mainframe machines. During my time there, they held a
competition to name the new series. As the old series, that I'd
programmed at the NCB and at Southampton, was called the 1900
series, some genius had suggested 2900. This was the name. | don’t
know who won the competition, we weren’t told. | was
programming a prototype machine, in assembly code. | detected
that one of the machine code instructions wasn’t working as it
should, so had to tell the engineers. That seems impressive now,
even to me.

The links with ICL went on for years. As well as being employed by
the company for 2 years, a later employer, Vickers Management
Services, used ICL kit, and my future wife was also to be employed
by ICL in Newcastle. In Newcastle there were social events with
colleagues of my wife. ICL had a training establishment called
Beaumont House in Old Windsor, and provided courses for staff
and clients. | was to visit Beaumont a number of times. There were
courses | attended while employed by ICL, and later when
employed by Vickers Management Services. And social weekends in
later years to which | was invited. | recall the facilities : a
swimming pool, a bar, a croquet lawn, and squash courts. At the
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social weekends | played squash, representing some part of ICL |
think. Good memories.

But to return to my time in Berkshire. I’d learned to appreciate
real ale, which had never died out there, unlike the North of
England. | joined the CAMpaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) and have
been a member ever since. It’'s one of the most, if not the most,
successful consumer rights organisation in this country. By the time
| returned to Newcastle, most pubs had real ale again. And it has
got better since then. Great news.

On one of my evenings out with a few friends, at a pub in the
centre of Bracknell, I met a young woman called Judy Senior. She
also worked in computing as a programmer, seemed of similar
background, coming from Leeds and with parents comparable to
mine. We went out to pubs and to the flicks.

After two years at ICL, | realised | couldn’t afford any house or
even a flat in that area, so | applied for, and got, a job at Plessey
Radar in Stoke Poges, near Slough. This was in real-time defence
systems for the British Army. My job title was Senior
Analyst/Programmer. The location was fine. Stoke House, said to
have been built by the judge who tried the gunpowder plotters.
Plessey shared this with Stoke Poges golf club, so my office looked
out over the course, and we were allowed to use the golf club bar,
where they had upmarket sandwiches including smoked salmon.
I’d got a better job, with further experience in the real-time area,
and a more pleasant existence.

However, house prices were rocketing in the 1970s, and were
keeping ahead of my salary. In addition, I didn’t find the South
East a welcoming area, and the quality of life was low. Plessey had
asked me to join a project developing computer-controlled radar-
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jamming equipment for the Egyptian army at their Addlestone site.
It took me an hour to drive home one Friday evening. 1I'd had
enough.

So | decided to head back north. I still knew a few people in
Newcastle, liked the area, especially Northumberland, which I'd
missed in terms of walking and fishing. Vickers Management
Services offered me a job as Senior Programmer.

Still seeing Judy, and thinking then that | wanted to stay with her,
| told her I'd had enough of the South East. Which I had. I asked
her to help choose a house in Newcastle. She did, and judging that
she could cope with Newcastle, |1 asked her to marry me. As we
usually say on reflection about such occasions, it seemed like a
good idea at the time. | could afford a small semi-detached
bungalow on Chapel House Estate, and that was my first house.

The Vickers Engineering Group had set up this Management
Services in a purpose-built building on Scotswood Road, with an
American director called Phil Fellows, who had proved himself at
British Overseas Aircraft Corporation (BOAC) in their early
computer reservation systems. It was an exciting time, as the
Vickers board had decided to launch a programme to introduce
computer-based systems into the companies within the Group. |
was promoted by my boss, the Programming Manager Jim
Golightly, to Team Leader in the first year.

| worked on a few projects, one of which was a Material
Requirements Planning system at Hydraulics Division in Swindon.
On one visit to Swindon with other members of the team, we were
to get a lift back to Newcastle with one of the directors in the
company plane. There was a small air-strip at Swindon, where |
think Spitfires, or some similar WWII planes, were built and tested.
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After take-off, the plane circled the airstrip, to allow someone on
the ground to inspect the under-carriage. It wasn’t retracting
apparently. So we landed, and an air taxi was summoned from
Bristol Airport. As there were fewer seats in this plane, | was given
one next to the pilot. It was fascinating to watch him. Everything
he did seemed to be about safety, including timing the engine with
a stop-watch, and taking a route to Newcastle via small airfields, I
assume in case we needed to put down. This experience changed
the way I thought about driving, to consider safe practices.

After two years at Vickers, it was obvious that the business was to
be ended by the Vickers board. I’d always admired the academic
life. | applied for a lecturing post at Sunderland Polytechnic, and
had an interview. They seemed to want someone with accounting
systems experience. | didn’t have this, and they didn’t offer the job.
That was useful, as soon after, Newcastle Polytechnic advertised. |
applied, they were pleased with my industrial experience, and
offered a job as Lecturer. In the first year | was promoted to Senior
Lecturer. As | didn’t like travelling, and much preferred Newcastle,
this was a much finer outcome.

While at Vickers, | had applied to the British Computer Society
(BCS) for membership, based on my experience and my recent
MSc. Membership was given. When the BCS later affiliated in some
way to the Engineering Council, and so all BCS members could
credit themselves with Chartered Engineer (CEnNg) status, | became
a CEng. Later again | think we obtained the credit of Chartered
Information Systems Engineer. So | had ‘BSc MSc MBCS CISE
CEng’ after my name, and felt like a real professional.
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Other youth activities

My interests have been varied | guess. Mainly related to
engineering, technology or science topics. Not exclusively, as there
is some art involved also.

At 11 years old, my parents had bought me a 1.5” refractor
telescope. Having enjoyed seeing the night sky objects available
with that, Dad soon after bought a kit and assembled a 4”
reflector. It was well constructed, and although the mirror now
needs resurfacing, 40 years later it still works. I’ve been interested
in astronomy since.

Hovercraft seemed like a good idea when they first appeared in the
1960s. Seeing kits available for one-man machines, | decided to
build one myself. Using a neighbour’s garage, which | had to wire
up with power from my parent’s house, | set to. A lift fan was
bought, and a duct made by a local aluminium fabricator
company in Hexham. A wooden frame was made, to be covered
with plastic sheeting. Even an office plastic seat was to be bolted
onto the frame. And a second-hand motorbike engine was going to
provide lift power. I’d sort out the propulsion later | thought.

Unfortunately for the hovercraft, at 18 years old, I could then drive
a car. My friends and myself encouraged each other’s interests in
stylish old cars, such as MG T-series machines, Morgans, and
similar. One bought a Swallow Sports car of the 1930s, which had
style, as these were the forerunners of Jaguars. It was possible to
buy a car for £50 in those days. There were no MOTs and initially
no regulations about depth of tread on tyres. Not even seat belts

were needed.
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| bought a 1939 Morgan 4/4. It needed rebuilding. So the
hovercraft was dropped to rebuild the Morgan that seemed more
important. This took a year or two, and | drove it for three years,
including my year at Southampton. It didn’t have the correct
engine, as someone had fitted a Ford engine in it. 1 bought the
correct engine via Exchange and Mart magazine, from someone in
the South. They offered to have it delivered, as they knew someone
who drove a lorry north regularly. I came home one day to find a
tea-chest on the drive, with the engine, in bits, inside. As | had
Morgan’s manual, this didn’t bother me, and anyway, | would
recondition the engine before fitting it, so it didn’t matter that it
was in bits. Except that | hadn’t seen a complete one. After fitting
the reconditioned engine, it started almost immediately. Success.

My interests in fishing had continued through my teens. As well as
the fly tackle, I later had spinning and bait fishing kit, but was still
interested mainly in trout. Salmon and sea-trout were out of reach
to a young man, unless you knew the river owner.

I think the interest was based on fishing being an interesting skill
in itself and a challenge. To find the fish and to see if they could
be persuaded to take a fly. Rivers are more interesting as they have
rapids and slower running parts, steady currents in ‘pools’ where
fish may lie waiting for food to pass by. There is a skill in knowing
where to place the fly, and in casting to that spot, so that the fly
floats past any fish. And deciding whether to fish up or down the
pool, so as to disturb the fish least.

I was later, in my 30s, to have the thrill of fishing Loch Maree for
sea-trout, from the hotel of that same name. Using the ‘dap’, a
special type of dry fly which is ‘dapped’ on the surface. A long rod,
usually about 18 feet, is used with a line of ‘floss’ which carries the
fly away from the boat in the wind. At the hotel |1 once met Hugh
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Falkus, the author of a well-known book on sea-trout fishing. He
was there for the week, with one of his lady friends, and they went
under assumed names for some reason, but all the anglers knew
him. Other guests went there for the same week each year, and
some were interesting in themselves. Hamish Falconer and Bertie
Loudon had flown Spitfires in the 2" World War. Hamish was a
member of the Red Caterpillar Club, and showed off his badge in
the evenings at dinner and in the bar. You get to be a member if
you’ve bailed out of a burning aircraft I think. Hamish’s Spitfire
had gone down over the Channel on fire, but he got out. He’d been
in a prisoner of war camp, and had been around at one of the
escapes. | suggested he write a book about his experiences, but he
said it had been done.

Hamish was the most eloquent person I’d ever met. One evening in
the bar he told the story of his wife dying, and it had everyone
listening intently. On another evening in the resident’s bar Hamish
was chatting to some guest who happened to have an umbrella
with him. This other guest stumbled, grabbed at Hamish to steady
himself, but both ended up in a pile on the floor with the umbrella
sticking up. Miss Moodie, who managed the hotel, tended the bar
some evenings, heard the commotion and came through from the
gillies’ bar, saw the two of them on the floor and said something
like “I’ll just be closing up the bar now then”, and down came the
shutters.

In the resident’s bar was one of those bells on the counter with
which to summon the bar staff. The type, usually brass, with a flat
topped pin in the centre which is tapped to make the bell ring. The
pin had fallen out and was missing years ago. Hamish had
replaced it with a nail of similar size and length, which worked
equally well. He always mentioned this, as his replacement piece
had been there for many years it seems.
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I had bought a second-hand copy of WA Adamson’s book Lake and
Loch Fishing [13] at Robinson’s bookshop in Newcastle’s Grainger
Market. The book introduced me to Loch Maree, and | booked a
week about 1985 after doing a lot of consultancy work that
summer. The Loch Maree Hotel was then managed by Miss Moodie
and her sister Jenny McLeod. Jenny had married while Miss
Moodie hadn’t. It wasn’t difficult to see why this happened. Jenny
had joined Miss Moodie at the hotel after the death of her
husband. | shared a boat during the same week each year with an
acquaintance, Derek Smith, until about 1988 or 1989 when Miss
Moodie, who had Parkinson’s, retired with her sister to a house at
Bonar Bridge. The fishing declined rapidly after that for other
reasons usually put down to the effects of fish farming in the sea
lochs around the coast. Derek and myself went to fish from Scourie
and Altnahara hotels after that. I heard, while on holiday on the
Isle of Mull in 2003 that Miss Moodie had since died. I'll
remember her and the hotel, and Loch Maree.

Another episode from my youth related to fishing is worth
recalling. Grandad was in support. He had as housekeeper, a
distant aunt called Maisie. Aunt Maisie had at one time worked as
a chamber-maid in hotels in Northumberland. At the George Hotel
at Chollerford she had worked with Georgina Ford. Georgina later
became housekeeper at Fenton House, just north of Wooler.
Georgina and Maisie were still in touch. Fenton House is part of an
estate owned by the Lambton family, and this included water on
the River Till, a tributary of the Tweed. It flows north through
Northumberland, yet, as a tributary of Tweed, comes under Tweed
regulations. It has salmon, sea-trout and brown trout, and some
coarse fish including pike, perch, roach and grayling.
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Georgina Ford invited Aunt Maisie, Grandad and myself to stay in
a cottage she had in the stable block at Fenton House, and it was
arranged through the agent that I could fish the Till. This was a
terrific holiday for a 14 year old. We went back the following year
or two. | caught my first sea-trout, unusually with a maggot floated
down a fairly fast moving pool. It was 1 Ib. 11 oz.

Georgina couldn’t have been kinder. As well as letting us have the
use of her cottage, we could use the billiard room in the House.
And we were once shown around the House, seeing the library and
Lord Lambton’s robes. One or two famous paintings were there,
including the Blue Boy. And there was also the Red Boy. Both by
someone whose name I've forgotten, but you may have heard of
him. The House has a tower, with a large brass telescope on a
tripod in the top room. The views over the Cheviots were fine. No
one seemed to clean the tower, or even go up there, as the floor was
covered with dead bluebottles. But we still tried out the telescope.

One day a visitor arrived in a car. It was Lucinda Lambton. She
called into our cottage and said hello. I just remember how well
groomed she seemed to me, a mere commoner. | suppose she
probably would have been. She was 17 years old and keen to tell us
that she’d just come up from London on the train, and had had
breakfast with the Everly Brothers. Her car, a green Austin A40 if |
remember right, needed a bump-start, which we helped with. This
was my first and only meeting with a member of the aristocracy, if
that’s what she is.

There’s not really much else to tell about my youth.
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Settling back in Newcastle and marriage

During my first year at Vickers Management Services, Judy was still
living in Wokingham, Berkshire. We each travelled by train every
other weekend to see each other. We got married after I’d been
back in Newcastle for a year, and soon after she had obtained a job
in Newcastle with ICL, my old employer from Bracknell days. The
date was 30 December 1976, when | was 29 years old, she 24. It
was at a church near her parent’s home, St Paul’s, Drighlington
near Morley not far from Leeds in Yorkshire. The vicar had us in
beforehand. He reminded that we were getting into something, and
that some things are worth remembering, and we should trust each
other or some such advice. | think he mentioned that money could
cause friction, and we should avoid that, but it’s a long time ago
now. What | do remember clearly is that he told us nothing about
the terms we would be accepting by entering the married state,
even though he was about to be the agent of marriage in his own
church.

At the ceremony, Judy was ill. Unknown to me, she’d been to see a
doctor for the nerves she expected at the ceremony. He had given
her some tablets. And her folks had given her a brandy before
setting off. The combination wasn’t good. It was awful, and | was
glad when we were back in Newcastle. That evening, being hungry,
I’d cooked myself spaghetti bolognese, and opened a bottle of
home-made wine. The relief caused tears. Perhaps the incident was
a signal for the future, but at the time, back in Newcastle | soon
forgot about it.

Judy wanted children. Soon after marriage she raised the issue of
when would we start a family. | suggested we wait five years until
we were established financially and had a suitable home. She
accepted this. Looking back now, | think that was a very sensible
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approach to this big step. | later found out that others, especially
women, don’t necessarily think about these things, but just get on
with it, as whatever happens, the welfare state or other people,
particularly the father, will always provide.

We moved to a larger dormer-windowed semi on Brunton Park
Estate in 1981. It had a double-length garage, three bedrooms. It
seemed much better than before, didn’t need much doing to it,
although | put extra insulation in the loft. I'd made one or two
items of furniture in the previous house, but this gave me more
scope.

I’d been at Newcastle Polytechnic a few years when Claire was
born in 1982. Ross was born in 1985. At first | was neutral about
children, but once they arrived of course | came to enjoy looking
after them. Immediately Claire was born, Judy invited her mother
to our house for a week to help look after the new baby. I don’t
remember being asked what | thought. During that week, and in
those days men didn’t get paternity leave, so | was at the
Polytechnic earning most of the family income, 1 was hardly
considered, and felt that if | came into a room with the baby, that |
was intruding. But having them around was mainly enjoyable.
While they were young | usually took them to the supermarket,
sitting one in the trolley as you do. One day some acquaintance
from the school gate, another local mother, said that she’d never
take two children shopping, it was far too stressful. But | usually
did this.

I recall taking Claire for a trip in the car one day while Judy was
working. We went to Rothbury in Northumberland, and had a
snack lunch in the car. When Judy realised 1I'd done this, she
reacted, as if she felt missed out, and had to take Claire somewhere
herself the next weekend.
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Judy went parttime after Claire arrived. She also obtained work
from home for some time, for a consultancy linked with ICL and
staffed mainly by women in the same situation. So we had a
computer in the dining room, which was later to be useful. Her
salary, previously already lower than mine, was then about one
third of mine. We employed child-minders when Judy was at work.

Developing interests

I had ambitions, but not necessarily within my career as an
academic. | wanted a good home for myself and the family. I’d
shown myself some abilities at DIY.

Interested in classical music, which I’d discovered in my Bracknell
days, | had a vinyl collection. It started when | went into Boots in
Bracknell and browsed one of those revolving display stands. |
found a LP of Shostakovitch’s 12" Symphony, subtitled ‘The Year
1917’. | thought “how could a symphony be about ‘The Year 1917’
?”. It was in the EMI Classics for Pleasure series and cost 79p. This
big spend changed my life. The music was electrifying. Years later,
back in Newcastle, a friend, Peter Mortimer, was interested in hi-fi,
and had built his own speakers. | built similar models. Buying
second-hand Quad kit, I was set up with decent hi-fi. I now have a
collection of classical music.

I had read about a Danish academic who had designed and built
his own furniture. That seemed a fine thing to do, especially as
there was so much rubbish available in the shops. In particular, 1I’d
noticed that veneered chipboard seemed more expensive than solid
hardwood. | didn’t earn enough to buy from the specialist cabinet
makers such as the ‘mouse man’ near Thirsk. I’d visited the
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furniture factory called Treske, also in Thirsk, which specialises in
ash wood pieces. Nice stuff, and affordable, but how much better
and satisfying to design it myself. My first project was a bed and
side tables out of iroco, an African timber reminiscent of teak, but
rather brittle to work. Later there was a coffee table out of
Brazilian mahogany, and a hi-fi cabinet of iroco. | then got
interested in home-grown timbers, and visiting timber yards was a
thrill. So there were book-cases in cherry, which grows wild, the
cultivated orchard trees not being used by timber yards. A
sideboard in sycamore, beds for the children in wild service wood,
a drinks cabinet in walnut, and a dining table in cherry.

To buy fresh sawn timber, cut to your own requirements, see it dry,
then get it planed is a thrill, and the finished piece something to be
proud of. Fresh sawn timber is still wet and needs to be dried or
seasoned. In drying, which takes anything from 1 year to 3, it
changes to a lighter colour. It can then be planed to the thickness
needed for the piece being built. After planing the grain and
colours may be seen to best effect. When the piece is finished,
especially with an oil finish, the finish again darkens the colour
and accentuates the grain. It’s a thrill to select a board of timber
for part of the piece you’re making, and to cut out the piece for the
best colour and grain. Boards are selected for their role, and the
more visible parts of the piece need the most careful selection and
finishing.

If you’re looking for inspiration, I can recommend the books by
James Krenov, which 1I’d bought in the 1970s or 1980s. They may
no longer be in print, but maybe available in libraries.

And | discovered and was enthusiastic about oiled finishes. These
are usually sold as teak oil or Danish oil or one of a few
alternatives. Essentially they soak into the surface of a timber,
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protect it from water-based damage such as coffee spills and
general soiling, and give a lustre and bring out in depth the colour
of the wood. I've ever since disliked, and rejected if possible,
surface finishes such as varnish, as they always crack and flake off,
spoiling the piece. And the principle is extended to any surface
finish on wood, metal, walls, and so on, on anything in our lives
which looks tatty after use because the surface layer applied at
manufacture has broken and come off in patches.

Consultancy work

The possibility of making more from my computing expertise was
apparent. | didn’t really want to move around getting other jobs.
Software products were a possible approach. My manager at
Vickers, Jim Golightly, had asked a few staff to join him in setting
up a software consultancy. He had ambitions. | was asked to join,
but, nervous about the mortgage and risks involved, didn’t. Three
others did. Alan Heslop, Kit Morpeth, and Judy Berry. Kit and
Judy left soon after, but Alan stuck it out. Alan went to consultancy
jobs, while Jim developed sales and service. BBC micros were
upcoming at that time, during the 1980s. And so were networks for
schools and other bodies.

Jim had acquaintances who had set up on their own. They were
Brian Hobson and Frank Crossley, and who called themselves
HCCS for Hobson and Crossley Computer Systems. They had an
office near Low Fell High Street in Gateshead, and a back room
was available for Jim & co., who now called themselves HCCS
Associates.

An interesting link with my history was that Brian and Frank had
been employed by Business Computers Ltd (BCL). A year after |
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had been offered a job with BCL on leaving Southampton in 1972,
the business had folded. Brian and Frank contacted their clients,
asked them if they’d like continued support. Enough said ‘yes’ to
allow Brian and Frank to set up their own consultancy. This
developed, until by the 1980s, they had fifteen staff and an office
on Team Valley Trading Estate. | knew them as acquaintances of
Jim and Alan. By some series of amazing events, Frank ran off with
Brian’s wife. The business had money problems. This led quickly to
it folding.

If 1I’d accepted the job with BCL in 1972, who knows what events
would have unfolded, and what the effect on my life. We’ll never
know.

Interestingly, when my wife left years later, | took advice from
Brian. | was given plenty of booze, then a bed for the night at his
home in Ryton. Great guy Brian.

But to get back to the story of making a few bob from my
computing expertise. | had some expertise in information retrieval.
This allowed me to develop software which we thought had many
applications, such as registers of items for sale, retrieved using
keywords. Then, for the BBC Micro, there was the possibility of a
simple authoring tool. And | wrote a user manual for a
programming language. And what was quite a useful tool, an
addition to BASIC for the BBC Micro that allowed timed and
concurrent processing. Using interpretive BASIC, it was slow, but
fast enough for many applications. It was titled Multi-BASIC. We
sold six copies at a sales fair in Manchester. All of this work made
me five or six thousand pounds over about three years, so the rate
of pay was very poor.

24



Youthful optimism and enthusiasm

When you’ve had some success at education and early career, it’s
easy to be optimistic and enthusiastic. Getting into mortgages,
moving house, taking on house renovation, changing jobs, and so
on, seem like good ideas.

When you’re older, or when the effort isn’t rewarded, or rewards
have been negated by other events, the effort appears a waste. It
wasn’t until much later that | would look back at my early efforts
to improve my life, and assess them for their true worth. And other
people’s interference was yet to be felt. But for the moment I
remained both optimistic and enthusiastic.

A better home

I got restless for a better home. 1I’d love to have moved up the Tyne
valley to Corbridge or Hexham, but with children at school, a
compromise of a better house in Newcastle seemed more realistic.
We looked at one or two places that had potential. One on
Polwarth Road on the same Brunton Park Estate had potential.

It was a two-bedroom detached dormer bungalow. It needed
renovation, modernising of plumbing and electricals, and
extending for which there was plenty of space. So in 1986 we
bought it for £39,000. We had enough in savings to pay for the
changes, and I planned to do a lot of work myself. We engaged a
local builder to do the extension, and | did a lot of the interior
work, except for plastering which is a skill learned by practice. The
renovation took three years, from 1986 when | was 39, to 1989
when | was 42, during which | worked most weekends and most of
my academic holidays.
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I’d handled the legal conveyancing work myself on the previous
house move, that is both the sale and purchase transactions, so |
did the sale at this move. Solicitors seem to have reduced their
costs more recently, so there isn’t the motivation now for this type
of do-it-yourself.

So I've been fairly enthusiastic about making and doing things
myself. It allows a person to have things the way you want, not how
others think you want them.

Married life

Married life was, from my point of view, very happy. | had a
purpose in life. My career was stable and going, not brilliantly, but
satisfactorily. The private life was good. | was happily married, two
children, pleased that my first was a girl, and was looking forward
to my son maybe following me in interests such as fishing or
whatever he wanted. | had a fine home. This was better than |
could imagine after my days in Berkshire. | had designed and
made about half my own furniture, which had acceptance from
family and friends and was admired. | had friends for regular
pubbing, and other occasional events such as restaurants and
theatres.

My interest in classical music had been encouraged by John
Woodward, one of those with whom I'd shared the flat in
Bracknell. He played the piano, and was to be the best man at my
wedding. John owned a baby grand, bought second hand, which
had apparently once belonged to Edward Heath, the politician. By
the married days in Newcastle, | had a collection of some three
hundred vinyls. I’d also always loved books, and couldn’t resist
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second hand bookshops. The result was a collection of about four
hundred books. Having bought a copy of Eric Linklater’s The
Prince in the Heather in a bookshop in Portree, Skye, | wanted to
know how Prince Charles Edward came to be in this predicament.
So my interest in history included the 1745 rebellion. | eventually
owned a copy, all three volumes, of Rev. Robert Forbes’s The Lyon
in Mourning, the 1975 facsimile of the 1895 edition from Scottish
Academic Press. Ripping stuff if you know the story. Another rebel,
Michael Collins, attracted my attention after the 1990’s film. So |
looked for books on this period of Irish history, another ripping
yarn, and a small collection was bought. Including Tim Pat
Coogan’s biography of Collins, which | found second-hand, along
with the same author’s book on Eamon de Valera. They were both
in the bookshop in the old station in Alnwick.

Married life continued for 13 years, 1977 until 1990. At times Judy
wasn’t as enthusiastic about the house we renovated on Brunton
Park. She had been a little reluctant about the house, but agreed
later. We had some small tiffs about other issues. | assumed that as
I’d forgotten them, so had she. Perhaps the biggest difference was
over private schooling for the children. I realised that our financial
position wasn’t strong. We basically couldn’t afford this and
anyway it was unethical in my altruistic and naive outlook. Again |
didn’t think this was a significant issue. Perhaps 1’d had too much
of my own way over too many things and this was the last straw.

We had a bit of a tiff one day in January 1990. We went out for an
Indian meal with her colleagues, | can’t remember what the
occasion was. | usually did the shopping at the Presto supermarket
then in Gosforth. On Saturday morning 4 February 1990 she went
to the supermarket, and bought things such as yoghurt which the
children liked. When she came back, we had a few words, | can’t
remember what about.
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She put the children back in the car and drove off. Later, that
evening | had a call from her. She was at her parents’ house in
Leeds. She said she’d return on the Sunday. This wasn’t so
unusual, as she liked going to her parents. In fact she referred to it
as ‘going home’. However on the Sunday she didn’t turn up. |
phoned her parents. They said she wasn’t there, and they didn’t
know where she was. Later she phoned. It was from her sister’s in
Bristol. She was hysterical, and spoke in the most vicious and
antagonistic tone, with a hissing in her voice, that I've ever heard
from a person. She said exactly these words : “I’m going to see a
solicitor in the morning, go and get yourself one !”.

I only ever saw her again across a court-room a few times, and once
exchanging the children at a motorway service station. There was
never any communication, except basic information about the
children visiting me.

There are a number of things | could describe about the following
two months. But the detail isn’t important. Lack of sleep,
consultations with the doctor. Seeing friends and family for advice.
Things I don’t want to remember now.

The events had come ‘out of the blue’ as they say. In fact her
father, in one of the few phone calls, had used this very expression
himself. It didn’t prevent him from giving her total support. | was
in the wrong, even though he had never at any point heard
anything from myself. Both her parents moved to Bristol soon after,
as her father also said “to give her a hand”. And other relatives of
hers helped with furniture to let her get established in another
home.
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I was to be on some tranquillisers for a few weeks, until | realised
they weren’t compatible with a pint. Then on beta-blockers for
about two years, as it took a while to re-align my thinking.

The only support from society was to be from my parents, my sister
and her husband, a few personal friends, and supportive
colleagues at the university department. | was allowed some days
off on compassionate grounds to attend court hearings. But after
about 3 hearings, my Head of Department, Rod Burgess, stopped
this. So I had to take holiday time off, and ask my colleagues to
exchange classes with me, which is usual in academic jobs when
special time off is needed in term time.

So far as our country’s services were concerned, the doctor was
alone in providing support, but only by way of treating the
symptoms.

The story of the legal system is another which I’ll leave until later
in this book, as it deserves a lot more space. And special attention.
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Part 2 : the revolution by stealth : 1947 - 2000

..., a revolution so quiet and yet so total, ...

Edward Heath 1916 -,
British Conservative Prime Minister

From speech at Conservative Party Conference,
October 1970

The government of a country, which claims to be a democracy, is
based on the simple principle that the people have representatives
in Parliament. If there is public concern, individuals may write to,
or visit, their representative and explain their concern. If there is
sufficient concern, the representatives organise some change in the
law or social provisions or whatever. If the change doesn’t work, or
people find themselves dissatisfied with the outcome, they may go
back to their representatives and get the problem sorted out.

In order to understand the remainder of this story, we need to
appreciate how policies and laws have been made recently. I want
to document, in simple terms, what has happened in this country
in terms of the laws relating to marriage.
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Developments without public consent or knowledge

Before and during the 1800s, a marriage could only be ended by
Parliament. It must have been taken very seriously, and there must
have been few divorces, since Parliament wouldn’t have the time to
handle many each year. In fact they handled only a few. In 1857
the process of divorce came under the control of judges. In 1868
the judges defined marriage as “a voluntary union for life of one
man and one woman to the exclusion of all others”. The law
reference is ‘per Lord Penzance in Hyde v. Hyde (1868) Law
Reports 1 Probate and Divorce 130, 133’. It isn’t clear what this
phrase actually means, or how courts should behave with regard to
it.

Let’s move forward to 1947 when | was born. As I’ve said, I’d been
part of the baby-boom which occurred soon after the 2" World
War had ended.

One year later, in 1948, | was 1 year old. At this time a Mr Allen
was appealing his case in the Court of Appeal. As you might
imagine, this was entirely unknown to me, as I wasn’t aware of a
wider world at this age.

Mr Allen had fought, and been made a prisoner of war. When he
got home, he found his wife and their daughter living with another
man. | imagine he was shocked and outraged that a hero of the
war effort, even of the British Empire, could be treated in so
disrespectful a manner. But there was much worse to come. Not
from the enemy, but from his own people.

In the lower court, his wife was given custody of the daughter,
despite her desertion of him and her adultery. A ‘no-fault’
principle had been applied to the decision over his child in the
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divorce case. When he appealed, senior judges Wrottesley and
Everard LJJ had upheld the lower court’s decision.

This case precedent in the Court of Appeal was allowed to stand.
The judges had changed the law, in a very significant way. They
had done so of their own accord, without our MPs or Government
ministers being involved. The people had not been consulted
either. They had not even been informed of this, as the press and
media that then existed, did not report this fundamental change.
The people whose lives would be affected knew nothing.

Previously a fault-based law had been applied. So those then
married had the principles they expected to be applied,
fundamentally changed. And those later to be married were not
informed of this change, and so did not actually know the
principles they would be accepting at marriage.

Let’s move forward 25 years, to 1973. | was then 26 years old, been
through school and universities, and employed by ICL Bracknell as
a programmer, sharing a flat with three others, all as it happened,
in computing. The flat was above some shops on an estate called
Great Hollands in Bracknell. Its nickname was Grim Hollands,
and this was fairly accurate. The property boom of the 1970s
prevented the possibility of most young graduates buying a house
or even a flat, at least in the South East.

In 1973, a change in written law was introduced via the
Matrimonial Causes Act (MCA73). This brought in changes to the
grounds for divorce. The ground of ‘separation’ was introduced,
and ‘unreasonable behaviour’ replaced ‘cruelty’.

Let’s stay in 1973. Again, as in 1948, someone was appealing their
case. This time is was a Mr Wachtel. Again as you might imagine,
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this was unknown to me, as | was too busy getting on with making
my way in my early career, maintaining my car, and so on as you
do, and just living. But unlike 1948, | was aware of a wider world.
For example, | read the papers and watched television news. The
case may have been reported in the law report columns of the
serious papers, but I wasn’t in the habit of reading these columns.
It certainly wasn’t on the front page headlines, where it should
have been.

At this time, | didn’t read the law reports because | didn’t see any
need. After all, I’d been told, and believed, that this country had a
fine legal system, maybe the best in the world. My education at
Rutherford Grammar School hadn’t included law specifically, but
I’d learned about some aspects of law. | knew we had written laws,
and that was important for everyone to know and understand the
law. And | understood that this also meant that everyone could see
that the law was being followed by the courts. | believed that the
judges came from good backgrounds, so could be respected. So we
had written laws and fine judges, didn’'t we ? And we had a
democracy, in which the public could write to their MP and get
changes if anything went wrong. So | thought then. It was therefore
unimaginable to me that corruption on a significant scale could
exist. So at that time | had no indication of the situation.

In the lower court Mr Wachtel had been stripped of assets, in an
unjust way, in his divorce case, by a judge called Ormrod. So he
rightly appealed. In the Court of Appeal was that well known
judge, then Master of the Rolls, the most senior civil judge,
Denning. He and the other judges, Phillimore and Roskill, decided
that a ‘no-fault’ principle should apply to asset distribution, unless
the fault was what they called ‘gross and obvious’.
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This was the completion of building the ‘no-fault’ divorce principle
into law. Or at least into case law, as the people had never agreed
it, and Parliament had never passed it.

Case law now determined that ‘unreasonable behaviour’, originally
intended to be based on objective grounds by a court, is redefined
as based on subjective grounds, to mean anything that someone
making the allegations thought was ‘unreasonable’. Most divorces
are subsequently based on trivial and fabricated ‘unreasonable
behaviour’ grounds.

Soon after, the qualification ‘gross and obvious’ was dropped. And
in 1976 the ‘special procedure’ was introduced to speed up the
majority of divorces which were by then uncontested. They were
uncontested as the major decisions, about children and assets,
were based on the ‘no-fault’ principle.

The resulting situation was not reported at all in the press or
media, so the majority of people, just like myself, were not aware of
it. This in itself raises the issue of what our press and media people
are actually there for, and what their role is.

So by 1976, the fundamental principles of the rights and
responsibilities endowed by marriage had been dramatically
changed, without the public being consulted, or even being aware.
Without those currently married, or those about to be married,
being aware. Without the families and friends of these people
being aware. No one was aware except the judges practising this,
and the lawyers who acquiesced to it because they were making
money from the process. Nor were the vicars of the Church of
England, or ministers of any other denomination, who were in the
habit of marrying couples, made aware. The terms of marriage had
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been changed by stealth, and kept from the people whose lives
would be affected.

The divorce rate, low throughout the first half of the 1900s, started
to climb through the 1960s onward, until it was 4 times what it
had been earlier in the century.

We need to try to understand why this rate of divorce has occurred.
So let’s continue our study of what has happened, by looking at
other aspects.

Fanatics at large

Most folk have heard of feminism, and have some notion of its
aims. It’s about liberating women from their oppression isn’t it ?
Most folk however have little or no notion of how far the feminist
aims, and successes, have gone. Or of the feminist supporters.

In 1979 | obtained my post as lecturer at what was then Newcastle
Polytechnic, later Northumbria University. In that same year the
Gay Liberation Front Manifesto was published. It is reported in The
Fight for the Family : the adults behind children’s rights, by Lynette
Burrows [5]. It included this item of policy :

We, along with the wonmen’s novenent, nmust fight for
somet hing nore than reform W nust aimat the abolition
of the famly so that the sexist, male suprenacist
system can no |longer be nurtured there. The oppression
of gay people starts in the nost basic unit of society,
the famly, consisting of the man in charge, a slave as
his wife, and their children on whom they force
themsel ves as the ideal nodels ... The end of the sexist
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culture and of the fanmily will benefit all wonen and gay
peopl e.

Again at the time, I knew nothing of this publication, nor of the
people behind it, their motives and objectives. But they were
talking about me ? They were attempting to interfere in my rights ?
In my rights in the family ? They were out to ensure that there
would be “the end of ... the family” ? They meant my family ?

You could say that | was blissfully ignorant of all these
developments at this time. But the word ‘blissful’ seems
inappropriate here, as | hadn’t benefited or suffered from them. |
was certainly ignorant of the serious attacks being made against
the civil rights of men such as myself, and of the people behind
these attacks.

I would later find out just how successful these people were to be
with their objectives. There must have been many other feminist
activities going on, of which | was never to be aware. Maybe
someone will write the book one day.

Further developments without public consent or
knowledge

By 1984 | had been lecturing for five years. My daughter had been
born in 1982, so was only 2 years old at this time. The Matrimonial
and Family Proceedings Act (MFPA84) was passed. This stated that
a court was expected to examine behaviour of parties when
allocating assets, i.e. a ‘fault-based’ process. However, the judges
continued to ignore this requirement. | wasn’t aware of this either.
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Another 5 years on, in 1989, the Children Act (CA89) was passed.
The terms ‘custody and access’ were renamed ‘residence and
contact’, but more significantly Parliament had decided that
‘shared residence’ should be normal after separation. And
something called the ‘welfare checklist’ about children’s welfare
was to be used to decide contested cases over children. As | would
later learn, shared residence was largely ignored by judges, and the
welfare checklist was largely ignored by court welfare officers, who
continue to provide biased reports to the courts. They ignored any
objectively defined aspects of welfare, and by 1996 also had their
own written and published policy to ignore men’s rights. More
about the NAPO Anti-sexism Policy later.

When laws are passed, they are often scheduled to come into effect
a couple of years later. CA89 was to come into effect in 1991, only
1 year into my case, so it was to have an influence in the case, but
not what I thought. Again, more on this later.

Once again | knew nothing of this development in law. We had
taken on the dormer bungalow on Brunton Park in 1986, and |
was getting on with the work to extend and renovate this, so that
the family had a fine home. Most work was finished by 1989.

The beginning of knowledge

We now reach 1990, when my then wife left without warning.
Unfortunately for myself, not only was her leaving without
warning, so had been the changes to matrimonial and family law
which I’ve described. | was soon to find out about them however.
The hard way.
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But I’'ll continue with this history of the development of law, so
that you have a complete picture.

Developments without public consent, but with at
least some of my own knowledge

Soon after my wife leaving, in 1991 the Child Support Act (CSA91)
redefined child maintenance responsibilities. They were to be
based solely on someone, usually the father, being a natural
parent. Matrimonial status and any fault in divorce were to be
entirely irrelevant.

The offensive term ‘absent parent’, used in the written law, was
soon corrupted to ‘absent father’. An even more offensive term, as
most fathers, after separation and divorce, are deliberately
excluded by the mother, who is actively assisted by the courts.
Further, maintenance is not to be based on need, so that a wealthy
woman will obtain the same level of maintenance as a poor
woman. And there are to be no mechanisms available within the
Act to ensure that money paid for child maintenance is actually
spent on the children.

In 1994 the Marriage Act (MA94) was passed almost without notice
by anyone, including men such as myself who were becoming
aware of developments. The Act essentially allows a marriage
ceremony to take place in locations other than church or register
office. This in my opinion trivialises the act of marriage. The Act
relates only to the ceremony, and not the terms of marriage, so is
misnamed. If only those taking the option of a different ceremony
in a hotel, or on a beach, realised the extent to which the law itself
had undermined the institution of marriage. As with other
developments, this change in law does not appear to have been
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driven by public demand. I’'m not aware of anyone who has
requested of their MP that the law be changed in this area. So why
has the Law Commission done this ? Who is behind this
development and what are their motives ?

A much more significant event, of fundamental importance, took
place in 1996. This was the passing by Parliament of the Family
Law Act (FLA96). This was an attempt by certain factions to build
the principle of ‘no-fault’ divorce, already introduced by stealth,
into statute. By this time, the men’s groups were becoming aware of
developments, and who was behind them. So we understood this
development, only too well.

The attempt to do this was led by the Law Commission, which
included a feminist, Brenda Hoggett. Previously an academic in
law at Manchester University, she later became a member of the
Law Commission, an unaccountable and unelected body which
proposes and develops new laws, and was later appointed a senior
judge in the Court of Appeal in the family division, later in the
House of Lords, and titled Mrs Justice Hale. In an influential
paper published in 1980 [from Ends and Means : the utility of
Marriage as a Legal Institution, Brenda Hoggett in Eekalaar and
Catz (eds), Marriage and Cohabitation in Contemporary Societies,
p.101, Butterworth, 1980] she wrote :
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moather, The legal system has clearly aban-
doned one set of moral principles infavorof a
pair of social goals which have proved incom-

ENDS AND MEANS: THE UTILITY OF MARRIAGE AS A LEGAL INSTITUTION 101

stances, the piecemeal erosion of the distine-
tion between marriage and non-marital co-
habitation may be expected to continue.

Logically, we have already reached a
point at which, rather than discussing which
remedics should now be extended to the
unmarried, we should be considering whether
the legal institution of marriage continues to
serve any useful purposes.

patible. Family law no longer makes any
attempt to buttress the stability of marriage
or any other union. It has adoepted principles
for the protection of children and dependent
spouses which could be made equally appli-
cable to the unmarried. In such circum-

Notes

I. Mair, L. Marriage, Penguin, Harmonds-
worth, 1971, ch, 1.

he might have habeas corpus, but was denied it in
the reporied cases, either because he had agreed to

The word ‘marriage’ is simply a term used to sum up the
combination of social conventions and laws governing men and
women living together and having children etc. The legal aspects in
fact deal with what happens when separation occurs. They don’t
deal with the behaviour of married people. There will always,
unless we move to complete anarchy, be laws to govern this area
when a separation occurs.

To question, as she does, whether “marriage continues to serve any
useful purposes” is tantamount to saying that laws in this area
serve “no useful purposes”. From this point of view, what she is
saying appears to be fundamental nonsense and meaningless
blather, as there will always be some laws. But such meaningless
blather can confuse the unwary.

All this illustrates the attitude of a woman who, while in the Law
Commission, attempted to build the ‘no-fault’ principle into
written law in the Family Law Act 1996, and who has held, and
still holds at the time of writing, major influence as a senior judge
in the Family Division.
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As we will see later, this development by the Law Commission
attracted significant attention. Also as we will see later, others were
able to counter it.

Anecdotal evidence about Hale’s attitude, her agenda, her beliefs,
and what she is prepared to do to men in court cases is given in the
following story. One of the original Cheltenham Group members,
Mark Thomas, was obliged to apply for leave to appeal to the Court
of Appeal (CoA). One of the two judges at the hearing was Mrs
Justice Hale who was temporarily acting in the CoA. Mark’s ex-wife
had previously obtained a clean break, obtaining all of the equity
in the home. She had returned to court two years later asking for a
40% rise in maintenance for the children. The County Court Judge
granted her this request, and so Mark applied to the Court of
Appeal to have this unjust judgement reversed. Mrs Justice Hale
told Mark that he could not have a clean break from his children.
Mark had been forcibly separated from his children, and did not
want any ‘break’ from them in any way whatever. It is considered
that Mrs Justice Hale’s statements in court are as offensive as they
possibly could be in the circumstances, and demonstrate her real
beliefs and motivation in family law issues.

Another anti-men event took place in 1996. This was the
publication of what is called the NAPO Anti-sexism Policy. NAPO is
the National Association of Probation Officers, and court welfare
officers were then part of the probation service. So the NAPO
policy was a formal written policy, in a published booklet, which
very possibly reflected previous practice, of the professional body of
court welfare officers. These people produce reports for the courts
in family law children’s cases on residence and contact. The policy
advocates they support only the rights of women, and ignore those
of fathers and children.
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This policy subverts the law, and the principles established in the
‘welfare checklist’” of the Children Act 1989 (CA89). The
application of the policy in individual cases, which influences the
outcome, would be the criminal offence of perversion of the course
of justice. Because of subsequent events, I'll come back to this
later.

Law and social benefits

But there’s more to report. Later studies by myself and others
showed that between 1967 — 1996 there were a total of 36 laws
passed which affect matrimonial and family rights. That’s more
than one law per year over more than a quarter of a century.

Any individual considering marriage cannot therefore know his or
her rights and responsibilities, as they are not contained in any
concise and readily assimilated form. And just as importantly,
those who are able to study their rights cannot assume, with this
rate of change, that what they have found will apply for the likely
duration of their marriage.

The principles applied to a marriage have changed fundamentally
over a very short time. The most fundamental principles have been
changed by case law without Parliamentary debate, without review
by the public, and without the public even being informed.

In addition to these changes to law, it’s essential to realise that in
the period up to 2000, social benefits and provisions were changed
to remove all of the benefits of the married state for men, while
leaving some benefits for women on the death of their husband.
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And social provisions gave greater support for lone parents, most of
whom are women, than for a married person.

In 1999 the removal of the married person’s tax allowance was
announced to be effective from April 2000. This action was the
removal of the last remaining financial support for an ongoing
marriage. Widow’s benefits continued, but not widower’s, although
the UK Government has recently announced, after an application
to the European Court of Human Rights, to introduce widower’s
benefits equal to widow’s.

From year 2000 social benefits for an ongoing marriage or
partnership will support only those with children, without
distinguishing the married state. By now there is also huge support
for single mothers. A combination of family tax credit, housing
benefits, and so on, and the child maintenance via the CSA, allows
women to live in reasonable comfort without having a man around
at all. Large numbers of men had seen their civil rights reduced to
almost nil, in many cases to a position of servitude.

On the BBC’s Kilroy programme of Wednesday 30 July 2003, was
held a discussion about the support for single mothers, and how
fair it was that others should provide it, especially as many had
their own families to support. One woman on the programme said
that she lived apart from the father of her 3 children. He only
stayed with her, so she said, for 2 days a week. We were told that
there was a limit of 4 days allowed before which it would be
classified as cohabitation. As a result of them living apart she was
provided with £200 per week of extra benefits. This is £800 per
month. This level of support simply gives women the option to live
their lives in this way. Meanwhile most men have no such option,
and ordinary families must provide this support through the
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taxation system. It has been estimated that tax-payers contribute
about £400 per year each to support over 1 million single mothers.

The changes to these social benefits were often reported in the
media, usually with supportive comments. The comments about
single mothers with children are usually supportive, and the word
‘struggling’ is often used to describe their situation. A father whose
wife doesn’t work has more responsibilities, as he has a wife as well
as children to provide for. Despite the fact that most single mothers
have placed themselves in that position quite deliberately, they are
considered more deserving and get more support from the benefits
system.

At the same time almost all men must contribute through taxes, to
provide for women to have these options. Women may now have a
career, or get married and have an easy time, or just get themselves
pregnant. And others will provide, whether they like it or not.
Meanwhile men have no such options in life.

It is clear, without study of further details, that this history of
family law illustrates a very ad hoc and unstructured development.
It shows a pragmatic approach, on the basis of ‘let us change this
aspect now’, without regard for any fundamental ethical principles
which could be relied upon to support marriage and the
individual’s rights. As | would find out later, after further study,
the history also shows involvement of those with specific agendas
that are not concerned for the family, or for individual rights. And
are certainly against men’s rights and against justice.

If you’d like to study these changes further, the analysis is given in
reports from the Cheltenham Group [4].



Terminology

Somewhere around this period, | haven’t had time to study how or
when, the language used to describe events also changed. As
examples, previously, if one person deserted another, or had been
enticed away from a husband or wife, it was called ‘desertion’ and
‘enticement’. | believe that previous law, earlier in the 1900s, could
be used to provide justice for the person wronged. Now we didn’t
have such concepts. We only heard that there had been ‘a family
breakdown’. People had ‘partners’ also, a term which is quite
meaningless so far as rights and responsibilities in the situation are
concerned.

There is so much new terminology, covering most aspects of the
situation, it’s almost as if this had been introduced deliberately to
obscure the facts. Most people seem not to have had the time or
notion to reflect on the new terms, or to consider the effect and
significance of their use.

Let’'s look at other situations, for instance, in mortgage
arrangements. Either party can withdraw from the contract subject
to rules. But no one would ever say that ‘the mortgage broke down’.
That would be ridiculous.

Later other terms were introduced. Perhaps the most memorable
was ‘absent father’, introduced at the time of the Child Support
Act 1991 (CSA 91). It may be that the law used the term ‘absent
parent’, but this was anyway quickly corrupted to ‘absent father’,
against the reality of present day separations. In my case, | was to
be called an absent father in court by the opposing barrister.
Despite my then wife driving off with the children in the car, to the
other end of the country, leaving me in the family home alone, |
was apparently referred to as ‘absent’. My then wife wasn’t referred

45



to as the ‘absconded’ or ‘deserting’ mother, but | was definitely the
‘absent father’. Like all the other fathers who had been deserted,
and these accounted for the majority of separations, this offensive
term was used against me.

The example of the term ‘absent father’ in the CSA91 reinforces
the view that law making is in the hands of a few, who have their
own agenda. It’s another indication of the nature of their agenda,
and that isn’t concerned for facts or fairness. An interesting
guestion is, who coined the term ‘absent father’, and who ensured
it was used in the law ?

Those involved in the revolution

It’s important to understand that law is being developed in this
area by a few influential people. They are the social scientists,
lawyers, and especially the judges themselves. I’'ll simply provide a
list of judges etc attending a conference, edited directly from the
Congress Programme which appeared on the website for the
conference at the time :

THE 2001 WORLD CONGRESS ON FAM LY LAW AND THE RI GATS OF
CHI LDREN AND YQOUTH

Bat h, Engl and, 20 - 22 Septenber 2001

The Right Honourable Dane Elizabeth Butler-Sloss DBE,
President of the Family Division of the H gh Court

The Honourabl e Chief Justice Alastair N chol son AO RFD,
Fami |y Court of Australia

Justice Lucien A Beaulieu, President, International
Association of Youth and Fami |y Judges and Magi strates,
Canada
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David Ml ntosh, President, Law Society of England and
WAl es

The Right Honourable Lord Justice Thorpe, Court of
Appeal (Engl and)

The Honourable M Justice Johnson, Fanmily Division,
Royal Courts of Justice (Engl and)

The Honourable M Justice Charles, Famly Division
( Engl and)

Professor WIIliam Duncan, Deputy Secretary-Ceneral
Hague Conference on Private International Law (Ireland)
Adair Dyer, Attorney, and forner First Secretary of the
Hague Conference on Private International Law (USA)

The Honourabl e Justice Joseph Kay, Judge of the Appea
Division of the Famly Court of Australia (Australia)

Mal col m Broun QC, Barrister (Australia)

The Honourable Justice R Janes WIlianms, Suprene Court
of Nova Scotia, Fam |y Division (Canada)

The Honourabl e Justice Linda Dessau (Australia)

The Honourable M Justice Singer, Fanmily Division, Roya
Courts of Justice (England)

The Honourable M Justice Wall, Family Division, Royal
Courts of Justice (Engl and)

Judge Patrick Mahony, Principal Fanmily Court Judge (New
Zeal and)

Joan A MPhail QC, Director, Famly Branch, Manitoba
Dept of Justice (Canada)

The Honourable M Justice Holman, Fanmily Division, Roya
Courts of Justice (England)

H s Excellency Judge Gonzal o Parra-Aranguren, Judge of
the International Court of Justice (The Netherl ands)

The Honourable M Justice WIlson, H gh Court of Justice,
Fam |y Division, (England)

The Honourable Madam Justice Marguerite Trussler,
Suprene Court of Al berta, (Canada)

The Ri ght Honourabl e Lady Justice Brenda Hal e DBE, Court
of Appeal (Engl and)

The Honourabl e Lord Bonony, Court of Session (Scotland)
H's Honour Judge Peter Boshier, Famly Court of New
Zeal and (New Zeal and)

The Right Honourable Lord Justice Sedley, Court of

Appeal (Engl and)
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The Honourabl e Justice Richard Chisholm Fanily Court of
Australia (Australia)

The Honourable M Justice John Vanduzer, Superior Court
of Justice, Ontario, Fanmly Court (Canada)

Hi s Honour Judge Karsten QC ( Engl and)

The Honourabl e Justice Rod Burr (Australia)

The Honourabl e Justice Lucien A Beaulieu, Superior Court
of Justice (Canada)

The Honourable M Justice Gllen (Northern Ireland)

Her Honour Judge Roddy

- plus other lawers and representatives of children's
rights organi sations — too nunerous to |list here.

So judges are heavily involved in making law, as well as enforcing
it. And they do this without reference to the people whose lives will
be affected. If the same people make and enforce law, without
consulting others, isn’t that a form of dictatorship ?

At the top of the list above of those attending is the Right
Honourable Dame Elizabeth Butler-Sloss DBE, President of the
Family Division of the High Court. Now she must have some
responsibility for current practices in the UK.

The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), article 6.1,
requires that law cases are determined by “an independent and
impartial tribunal”. Let’s consider how impartial she may be in
family law.

The News of the World of 17 July 1988 carried an article about
Butler-Sloss’s husband. Under the front-page headlines “Cleveland
Judge Sex Scandal” and “Dame’s randy spouse frolics with vice
girls” was an article reporting that he was a judge in Kenya and
was ‘associating’ with prostitutes. We may well ask : has her
experience of this episode in her life coloured her view of men and

48



affected her judgements about family cases and men’s rights ? If
so, is she capable of being an ‘impartial tribunal’ in family cases
as required by article 6 of the ECHR ? In case you didn’t know,
Butler-Sloss had acted in the Cleveland child abuse inquiry, hence
the “‘Cleveland judge’ reference.

I think any wife who had experienced her husband involved in
such activities would be influenced in her outlook on men.

How those involved go about it

The development of law, as well as being conducted by those who
are not representative of the people, is done in an interesting way.
Instead of basing law on essential ethical principles, those involved
decide what they want, and then consider the means of getting
that. They decide how they are going to justify their decisions and
proposals, then go about finding the justification.

So the Lord Chancellor’s Department invites those with the right
attitudes to advise them. For example, as we will see later, in 2002
they asked two psychiatrists, Drs Sturge and Glaser, to advise them
on child contact issues. Two psychiatrists ? Aren’t these people who
are trained and educated to treat mental illness ? The attitudes
and proposals from these two are, to say the least, highly
questionable. The principles they proposed were that the *“child’s
mental health remains the central issue” and “contact can only be
an issue where it has the potential for benefiting the child in some
way”. In a culture in which mothers are usually given custody
without any good reason or rationale, these principles will ensure
that decent fathers are placed in a humiliating position in court, in
which they have a burden to prove they are somehow beneficial to
their very own children. These principles may offer some
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protection, to some children, in some circumstances. They do not
appear to protect a father’s rights to decide what is best for his
children, or to protect the principle that there should be justice in
separation and divorce. There is nothing in these principles that
concerns the mental health of fathers.

Their proposals appear to be Sturge and Glaser’s own ideas, maybe
based on their experiences or some ‘research’ they are familiar
with. They do not appear to purport that their proposals are based
on public demand, or on a wide survey of public attitudes, or are
representative of any group of people, or are based on a complete
and comprehensive set of ethical principles as demanded by most
of the people. It’s my opinion that their proposals are entirely
inappropriate and out of place.

But if we look at other aspects, for example the CSA, we find that
this idea was brought from Australia. Yes, those who formulated
the law get their ideas from the other side of the world. It’s as if
they ‘cherry-pick’ from practices around the world to provide the
policies they seek. Obviously if policy makers adopt this approach,
they could come up with any combination of policies and laws they
wish almost. Somewhere in the world, and | believe there are about
176 different countries in the world, they are likely to find some
practice which meets with their own ideals. I don’t know about
other policies, but it seems fairly probable that most are made
without public demand, without public consultation, and without
public knowledge. For example, | ask the reader, were you ever
consulted about any issue at all in family law ? Have you ever been
informed ?

I think it’s fair to say that those involved in policy and law making,
and in law interpretation, have forfeited every right of respect
which they otherwise may have earned from the people.
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Ethical principles

We have reached the year 2002. But to complete the story of this
‘revolution by stealth’, I'd like to look at the ethical principles
involved in the law at this time. The Cheltenham Group report
Restoring Control over matrimonial and family law of 2002 [4]
includes an analysis. Let’s stand back and look at the law as it now
operates, in terms of these principles.

The current system is based on the pragmatics of : what to do with
children if the parents don’t agree; about fighting over assets;
mothers taking advantage of some unearned future income via the
Child Support Agency.

We can clearly see a number of degenerate principles : ‘no-fault’
divorce; ‘children’s interests paramount’ applied without restraint,
so that the state effectively takes control of children from capable
parents; mother-priority without good reason; child maintenance
principles that never consider fault or need, that allow women to
profit from this, by being better off than normal mothers, that
dictate, but only to separated fathers, how much they should spend
on their children’s upbringing, that prevent them deciding how the
money is spent, and all this without any accountability that the
money is actually spent on the children; legal aid provision which
supports ongoing legal activity, stripping of family assets, and
supports the party with most to gain from the legal process.

All of the several principles currently applied, and listed above, are

degenerate for any society, for obvious reasons. Each of them is a
major problem in its own right. Together they comprise the greatest
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degeneracy, and cause the greatest violation of men’s rights, that
has ever occurred in UK law.

Anyone who is concerned for fairness, and for support of the
family in general, would recognise that the law should be based on
essential ethical principles. To list a few, we could insist that the
laws : support the family unit and maximise its stability; encourage
good behaviour in the family; discourage bad behaviour at
separation and divorce; provide justice to individuals; preserve
family assets at separation, and prevent lawyers making money
from the process; and are known to the individuals before they
commit themselves to marriage and/or parenthood.

These seem perfectly reasonable to me. How had this country
moved so far from any simple and fundamental ethical principles ?
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Part 3 : an alternative education : 1990 - 1993

The lunatics have taken over the asylum.
Richard Rowland 7?1881 - 1947, American film executive

Attributed remark when the United Artists film company
was established, 1919

My initial response to Judy going was essentially to take all steps
needed to encourage her to return. This was because | had never
conceived of life without her and the children. And | could hardly
imagine beyond the normal family setting, with myself involved in
a normal way in the children’s upbringing. My job was stable, we’d
just renovated a family home with room for all types of activities,
including the children’s. Ordinary daily things such as picking the
children up from school, taking them shopping to the supermarket,
and to the flicks, and so on, | expected to go on. It was
inconceivable how they could be brought to a sudden stop. The
children were 4 and 7 at the time, and | looked forward to the time
when they were older, when they might join me in some of my
interests such as fishing, horse-racing, furniture making and so on.
I didn’t expect them to get involved in all my interests, but hoped
they’d be involved in some.

She had left on a Saturday, 4 February 1990. During that week my
wife stayed with her sister, and had asked for the children’s
clothes, as they had only what they were taken away in. On the
following Saturday | decided to try to placate her by taking the
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clothes to Bristol and seeing the children. As my wife had taken the
car, my parents drove me there in their car.

The post arrived as usual on this day, and | took it in the car with
me and opened it soon after we had set off. But this time the post
included a letter from some solicitors called Paul Stevens & Co in
Bristol. The letter said she wanted a divorce based on two years
separation, that she would keep the children, and that the house
was to be sold as soon as possible. Just like that. But said in the
style solicitors use. The almost total destruction of my then life,
demanded in a one-page letter. She would later be represented by
another firm, Bevan Ashford, who behaved in a similar manner.

When we arrived at my wife’s sister’s home, the children rushed
out with open arms and jumped up into mine and my mother’s.
They were clearly terrified about what was going on. This was one
of the most distressing occasions of my life. We took them out for
the afternoon. On reflection, | should have set off back for
Newcastle immediately with them, but they were returned.

Back in Newcastle, I did nothing for a further week, but then
decided I'd better get some advice myself. | asked one of my
colleagues in the law department at Northumbria, Bob Evans, who
he’d suggest. He gave me the name of a firm in Newcastle, which |
won’t give, for reasons that will become apparent.

Naming those involved in the case

We are all aware of the laws on libel. Libel is caused when
someone publishes untrue statements about another person, and
which adversely affects that person’s reputation. The statements
are described as defamatory. So these laws are designed to protect
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good people from untruths being told which causes them damage,
and can provide compensation for any financial losses due to the
defamation. Such losses can be high.

If someone tells the truth about another person, then you may
imagine they should have no cause to be concerned about libel
action. But the legal processes can be very costly and stressful, and
cannot be relied upon, and so, even if you tell the truth, the
possibility of libel action must be taken seriously.

Some years after these events, as | will explain later, the hosting
Internet Service Provider (ISP) of a website was threatened with
possible legal action for defamation. It was thought prudent to
remove the offending article. Not because it was untrue, but
because the laws are wrong.

One example is the Maxwell affair in the 1990s. | understand a lot
of journalists knew what Robert Maxwell was up to, but didn’t dare
publish, as Maxwell was wealthy. | believe the laws of libel in the
UK, because of the way they are operated, are oppressive, and
prevent much coming into the public domain which should.

So I've removed the real names of some of those involved. The
names are replaced with false initials. These people can think
themselves fortunate. The rest of us can think ourselves
unfortunate, as we are prevented from knowing who they are.

Timescales of events & legal actions in the case

There then followed, mainly during 1990 - 1992, the dissolution of
the marriage with legal actions over custody/residence of my
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children, finances, and divorce. Some complaints and legal actions
against my first solicitors were made later.

During this period, it became clear that the only option which |
had to protect my interests, that is my involvement with the
children, my home and life savings as they stood in my mid-40s,
was to use the legal system. It’s essential to realise that | really
believed that this country had a fine legal system, which would
provide fairness and ensure that some sort of order prevailed in
these circumstances.

If only I knew then what I know now, that this was a false belief. As
I explain the legal case, you will 1 hope come to understand why
my beliefs were to change radically.

Because of the complexity, it could be difficult to keep track of the
details and how they relate. So I’ve chosen to tell this story, not in
strict chronological order, but in related strands, while broadly
keeping to the overall sequence.

Solicitors

The firm of solicitors | was referred to had, | later learned, a
reputation. | was soon to find out what for. I can’t tell you the
name of the solicitor or the firm, as | was, as I’ve mentioned, years
later to be threatened with an action for defamation over the
contents of a website. And that could be expensive, even when |
was quite innocent and had acted honestly.

I remember that this solicitor seemed to think that I should accept
any amount of damage and indignity. There seemed no concept
that | should have rights, which needed to be firmed up. When the
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children returned to Newcastle for their first holiday in Easter
1990, I considered keeping them in the home in Newcastle. | even
contacted the school headmaster to check if they would be able to
return. | discussed this with the solicitor. Her emphatic advice was
not to do this. But the children had been taken from their home,
friends and school, and | was only returning them to all this. As
there was no court order in existence at that time, | would not have
been in contempt, and felt | had every right to return them, indeed
more right than their mother had to take them away. So why did
the solicitor give this advice ? | could only speculate at the time,
but now realise that the solicitors had an agenda that was not
concerned for my interests, or the children’s interests.

The solicitor’s attitude is best described by giving some of their
comments during consultations. She made offensive remarks such
as:

“she doesn't want to live with you anynore”;

“the best thing is to break up this narriage as soon as
possible, give ne all your financial information and
we'll get on with it”.

| had said that I could look after the children better than my wife,
to which she replied

“who says that ?”

in a snapping manner. And in response to me saying “it seems
awfully hard on men in these situations” she replied
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“do you know how nmany wonen there are in the House of
Commons ?”.

As well as these comments, the solicitor decided she would explain
likely events and outcomes about the children especially. She
added that if I didn’t obey the court orders, | could be sent to jail
for contempt of court. It seemed to me that | was being threatened
by my own solicitor. They also asked me to set up a monthly
standing order to them to cover the cost of consultations.

Perhaps the most serious issue was that, despite me asking them to
explain the law and my options, | did not learn these facts until
much, in fact years, later. | was not told about ‘no-fault’ divorce, or
about the danger of allowing what is called the ‘status quo’, with
respect to the children, to come into existence, or about any of the
corruption. | wasn’t even told of the dangers these presented. Any
decent solicitor should challenge the corruption in court, to
provide protection for the male client, and for men in general. This
solicitor was, like most of the others, going along with the system.
Like most solicitors, she was making money from the system. In her
case, she was also advancing the feminist cause, which | was later
to learn included the destruction of men’s rights in the family.

At the same time | had a will prepared by the firm, this time by
another female solicitor. She actually smoked during meetings with
me, and blew smoke into my eyes. The will was not finished by her
or the firm.

I consider this behaviour not only unprofessional, not only

offensive, not only one of incivility, but of villainy. Remember, |

was going through the greatest damage and trauma 1’d ever known.
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It was not until some time later that | realised that these solicitors
were feminists, and even had a local reputation as feminists. They
were to admit to being feminists in court. I’'m now acquainted with
another prominent local solicitor, and for reasons of his privacy,
won’t say who. Having met him on a few occasions, and having
mentioned the feminists, who he was well aware of, he recently
offered the comment “they’re fanatics”.

After about two months of this treatment from these solicitors, |
dismissed them and engaged a second.

Two years later, when the other more important aspects of my case
were ended, | found the time to make a complaint to the then
Solicitors Complaints Bureau (SCB) who referred the matter to the
Solicitors Indemnity Fund (SIF). | simultaneously sued the
solicitors in the Small Claims Court. The district judge, Bullock,
who heard the case, dealt with it under contract law, and decided
that the solicitors had not been in breach of any contract. I've
selected one or two extracts from his judgement and provide them
as facsimiles.

Bullock had asked me about the background to my application.
Although this seemed irrelevant to the case he was about to decide
on, | gave him a very brief account of the case so far. Here is what
he said about this :
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Mr Worrall is clearly a man who is totally disenchanted with all the legal advice
and processes he has been through. He says he received wrong advice from

; he is dissatisfied with his second solicitor, Mr . He feels that
the Judge who heard his custody case was wrong, the Welfare Officer concerned
was biased and told lies, even the Europ=an Commission of Human Rights has not
done its job properly. The cause of all this angst is his failure to obtain custody
(as it then was) of his two children. I am told he exercises regular and agreed
contact with the children which goes very well but above all else he is consumed
by his belief that the legal system and all concerned with it have conspired to deny
him his right to have custody of his children.

Most of what he says here | believe is factually accurate. As one
example, he says that “even the European Commission of Human
Rights has not done its job properly”. He’s absolutely right, the
Commission didn’t regard the action of the UK authorities, that is,
in stripping an innocent man of his children, his home, most of his
life savings and forcing him to send money to a deserting wife, was
a human rights violation. I think most people would agree, that the
Commission hadn’t done its job properly. From my perspective, it
seems that Bullock was simply mocking me in making this and
other comments.

However he was wrong about one point. My “angst” was not about
“failure to obtain custody”. By this point in time the family law
case was finished and the outcomes decided. My “angst” was about
the entire uncivilised process and outcomes which 1I'd been
subjected to against my wishes. As we’ll see, it’s reasonable to
describe this as persecution.

It is difficult to see how these comments from Bullock had any
relevance to the issues he was being asked to decide. His job was
simply to decide whether or not | had had a fair deal from my first
solicitors. All the other comments from him felt to me like
irrelevant and gratuitous mockery of myself.
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If Bullock considered that | was confused over the case, then
having an educated intelligent man in front of him, surely the
sensible thing would be to carefully explain the situation to me,
that is, why my case was unfounded. But he didn’t explain it
carefully to me. And I felt as though he had openly mocked me.

At one point in his judgement Bullock questioned, with regard to
having the children returned to Newcastle, “would he [i.e. myself]
have taken action [i.e. made application to court] if he had been
advised to do so ?”. And he then goes on to conjecture whether or
not | would. He concludes that “only 8 weeks after the separation
Mr Worrall was in my view in possession of all the facts and
options available to him but he still does not instruct [his first
solicitors]”. However the solicitors hadn’t explained the likely
outcomes of major aspects of the case, about children and assets.
They hadn’t informed me about the ‘no-fault’ principle, or the
danger of allowing the ‘status quo’ to develop. They had however
explained what would happen if | didn’t obey court orders. So |
wasn’t in a position to make such a decision about having the
children returned. To assist with his decision, Bullock had used
conjecture about what I may have done, had | been correctly
advised. My application to his court was about not having been
correctly advised as well as the verbal abuse to which I’d been
subjected.

This is UK law in operation in the family and associated courts.
Bullock’s judgement ended with :
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1 cannot find any breach of contract hiere nor any failure to properly advise.

Accordingly the Plaintiff's claim is dismissed.

N.oe. Burtecl<
11 g

The SCB, on seeing the Small Claims judgement, closed the
complaint. | then took the issue to the Legal Services Ombudsman
(LSO), who also accepted the judgement without any further
investigation. So in what sense is the LSO an appeal procedure ?

So there had been no remedy available anywhere about these
solicitors. Primarily because of Bullock’s judgement. Many may be
shocked that there was no remedy against these solicitors in court.
By this time, | had heard the stories of many men, who had no
defence against violations of their civil rights. So | wasn’t shocked.
This experience was simply another indication of what is going on
in this country.

My second solicitors, BIC&Q, Newcastle, were far better. How could
they be anything else ? But | was still supposed to accept any
amount of intrusion in my life by the ex-wife and courts. The
partner, EM, acted firmly, while telling me that | had few rights.
When | mentioned my rights to him, he said “lI can’t go around
flag-waving”.

To his credit, he asked me, regarding my first solicitor, “are you
going to sue them ?”. He said he couldn’t act for me in that, but
there were others who could. I had too much on my plate regarding
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the children and home to apply time to that, so took no action
then.

Divorce action

It took several months of legal non-activity before someone acted.
My then wife petitioned for divorce on the grounds of my
‘unreasonable behaviour’. The petition appeared to me to include
many untruths. 1 went through all 10 pages of it, statement by
statement, and considered 95% untrue, the rest just ordinary
family events.

As an example, it strangely said that | “would not pick either of the
children up until they were at least 6 months old”. I have a
photograph of us walking at Bolam Lake in Northumberland, of
me with my daughter in a sling on my chest. On the back of the
photo is a note, in mother’s own handwriting, giving the place and
date, “Barry & Claire / Bolam Lake / Dec. 1982”. As my daughter
was born on 15 September 1982, she would have been 3 months
old when this photo was taken.

Here is the extract from the petition :

viii.The Respondent would not pick either of the children up
until they were at least 6 months 0ld in case they

should be sick on him.
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